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THE 


PREFACE. 


l 8 the Author of the following Sermon 


IF thinks himſelf bound in Duty to maintain 


a fincere Love and fervent Affection for 


all good Chriſtians, of whatſoever Denomination 
% he would oppoſe thoſe narrow Schemes and 
= /chiſmatical Principles, which would cut off 


vaſi Numbers from the Catholick Church, 
whom CHRIST is willing to receive and 0wn 
as Members of his myſtical Body, and Heirs of the 


common Salvation; and which, if purſued in their 


natural Conſequences, would raiſe endleſs Fealouſies 
and Scruples in the Minds of Men, and render it 
a doubtful Caſe, whether any in our Days have a 


Right to the Privileges of Chriſtianity. For if 


a lineal Succeſſion of Biſhops from the Apoſtoli- 


cal Times is aſſerted as neceſſary to conſtitute a 


Church, or to make Chriſtians, and there is no 
ſatigfactory Proof given that the Line was never 


broken, or that the Succeſſion was never inter- 


rupted; as I believe there is not, nor ever will 


be, then upon what a precarious Bottom doth the 


Church of England fand, as well as all other 
Churches? 
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fy, and Chriſtian Charity, prevail and flouriſh 


under the auſpicious Government of our moſt 


gracious Sovereign KING GEORGE, whoſe 


Royal Mind is too great for a Party, and too 
good to inflict Severities upon thoſe who have 


been inviolably attach'd to the Intereſt of bis 
Auguſt Family, and who pray moſt heartily 


for his ſacred Majeſty, and the QUEEN bis 
moſt amiable Conſort, and their illuſtrious Pro- 


geny, that a kind and watchful Providence, lige 
a Guardian Angel, may always attend them, 


and that they may be publick and fignal Bleſſmgs 


in this World; and after a long Train of Glo- 
rious Services, have a ſafe , though late Admiſ- 


fion into the Regions of Eternal Bliſs, and be re- 
warded with the vaſily ſuperior Honour of an 
Immortal Crown in a better State. ef, 


May Truth and Peace, and undiſſembled Pie- 


ſome, Prophets, &c. 5 
As the Chriſtian Religion is a divine Inſti- 


(+) 
E P HE 8. iv. IT, 12. 


And he gave ſome, Apoſtles ; and ſont; 
Prophets; and ſome, Evangeliſis ; 
and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers: 
For the per fecting of the Saints, for 
the Work of the Miniſtry, for the 
 edifying of the Body of Chriſt. 


HESE Words contain ſome of thoſe 
excellent Gifts, which Jesus CHRIST, 
. the chief Shepherd and B:/hop of 
Souls, beſtowed upon the Church which he 
hath purchaſed with his own Blood. 


And He, i. e. CurisT, the Head and 


King of the Church, gave ſome, Apoſiles 3 and 


tution, and ſhines with a peculiar Luſtre and 
Beauty, this being the Motto written upon it, 
Glory to Go Dd in the Higheſt, on Earth, Peace, 
good Will towards Men; that fo noble and va- 
uable a Thing might be kept up, and flouriſh 
in the World, it hath pleaſed the kind Author 
of it, to appoint Miniſters in his Church and 
Kingdom, to act under him, in order to pro- 


| mote this ſacred Intereſt, and to carry on the 


great and good Deſign. x. 
In the firſt planting of the Chriſtian Church, 
our Bleſſed Saviour, the great Founder of it, 
=. thought 


*. — 


| thought fit todignify ſome Perſons with an extra- 
Bp ordinary Charatter, and furniſh them with mira- 
culous Gifts, and ſuperior Graces and Accom- 
pliſhments, and to ſend them forth as his Amba/- 
ſadors, clothed with theſe uncommon Advanta- 
ges, that the Meſſage they were intruſted with | 
might be attended with greater Succeſs,and make _ 
its way thro' the mighty Oppoſition it was like to ; «i 
0 meet with both from Jews and Gentiles, © 
if The Apoſtles, who were the Prime Miniſters 
i in CHRIS T's Kingdom, had their, Commiſ- 
ſion immediately from CHRIS r himſelf, and 
it was their proper Work and Buſineſs, to 
preach JESU s of Nazareth as Eye-witneſſes of 
his Reſurrection from the Dead: This is evi --» 
dent from Paul's Interrogation, 1 Cor. ix. 1. ©} 
Am not J an Apoſtle? Have I not ſcen JESUS « | 
CHRIS ＋ our Lord? Which implies that had 
he not ſeen CH RIS T, he could not have born 
the Character of an Apoſtle. And when tge 
eleven Apoſtles were about to chuſe another 
in the Room of Judas, it was with this View, 
| that one might be ordained to be a Witneſs 
1 with them of CHRIS T's Reſurrection, Ads i. 
| 22. The Apoſtles alſo had a Power to work 
Miracles, and the mighty Wonders they did 
were viſible Signs and 'Atreſtations of their 
j Miſſion and Office, 2 Cor. xii. 12. Truly the 
0 Signs of an Apoſtle were wrought among you, 
i in all Patience, in Signs and Wonders, and 
mighty Deeds! The ' Apoſtles, confidered in 
their proper and diſtinguiſhed Character, were 
allo inſpired Perſons, and under the Comput 
5 *" "mi 
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and Guidance of an infallible Spirit, and what 
they delivered carried as great an Authority as 
it it had been ſpoken by CHRIST himſelf; 
and we know that their Writings conſtitute 
the Canon of the New Teſtament, and bind all 
Chriſtians to the End of the World; for theſe 
holy Men of Go p ſpake, as they were mo- 
ved by the Holy Ghoſt. 
Another Order ſet up in the Church in the 
firſt Age of Chriſtianity, is that of Prophets, 
who foretold Things to come, and who had a 
peculiar Talent in unfolding dark Places of 
cripture, eſpecially in interpreting the Pro- 
phecies of the Old Teſtament, To which is 
added that of Evangeliſtis, who were Itinerant 
Preachers, of eminent Abilities, Aſſiſtants to 
the Apoſtles, and who followed their Directions, 
and executed their Orders, and were Fellow- 
Labourers with them in planting and confirm- 
ing Churches. DR Gs 55 
Theſe three Orders of Apoſtles, Prophets 
and Evangelifts, were extraordinary Officers 
employed by CHR Is T inthe Riſe and Infancy ' 
of the Chriſtian Church, and as to their diſ- 
tinguiſhing CharaQers have no proper Succeſ- 


ſors. 


We read in the Words before us, of another 
Rank. of Miniſters, who are called Paſtors and 
Teachers; and theſe are fanding Eccleſiaſtical 
Officers, and it is the Will of CHRIS I that a 
Succeſſion of this Order ſhould be continued, 
and the ſacred Office committed by thoſe who 
are already inveſted in it to Faithful Men, 

B 2 who 
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who ſhall be able to teach others alſo, Epe Av. 
11-12. 2.7:m JI. 2. | | | 

By Paſtors and Teachers we are not to un- 
derſtand Perſons of a different Office, but Mi- 
niſters of the ſame Rank and Order : For 
when the Apoſtle in another Place gives a Cata- 
logue of the different Gifts and Orders G o p 
had ſet up in his Church, he reckons Apoſ- 
tles, Prophets and Teachers, but leaves out 
Paſtors, becauſe they were included in the 
Office of Teachers, 1 Cor. xii. 18. Paſtors 
and Teachers are ſynonymous Terms, and ſig- 
nit Miniſters veſted with the ſame Authority, 
and obliged to the ſame Work. For as it is 
the Duty of a Paſtor to preach the Word, and 
to warn every Man, and Zeach every Man in 


all Wiſdom, that he may preſent every Man 
18 in CHRIST JESUS; fo it is the Of. 


ice of a Teacher to act the Part of a Poſter, 
and to feed the People with Knowledge and 
Underſtanding ; And to teach, or to preach 


the Goſpel, is counted by Paul as the higheſt 


and moſt important Work a Miniſter is in- 7 


truſted with. CHRIST ſent me (faith he) not 


fo baptize, but to preach the Goſpel, 1 Cor. i. 17. 


CHRIS y ſent me not to baptize: This was 


not the chief Thing I was ſent to do, but to 


pron the Goſpel; this is the nobleft Article 


n my Commiſſion, and the principal Buſineſs 
I am called to; and -he.glories in the Charac- 


ters of a Preacher and a Teacher, as well as 


in that of an Apoſtle, 2 Tim. i. 11, Fhereunto 


an appointed a Preacher, and an Apoſtle, and g 


Teacher 


n 9 
= Teacher of the Gentiles, He aſſumes the ſame 
Character, 1 Tim. ii. 7. And I cannot find 
in the New Teſtament that any were intruſted 
with a Power of miniſterial Teaching, or that 
any had a Commiſſion to preach the Goſpel, 
who were denied a Right to adminiſter the 
> Sacraments, or who were excluded a Power 
of Ordination, or Government. And he gave 
= ſome, Apoſtles; and ſome, Prophets; and ſome, 
= Evangeliſts; and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers: 
For the perfecting of the Saints, for the Work 
e the Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of 
= CHRIST. „ 
For the perfecting of the Saints; peg vo- 
xa rar Tay dN] for the ſetting them 
: Right, and in good Order; for their Advance- 
ment in divine Knowledge and in all the Graces 
of the holy Spirit, to train them up for eternal 
_—» Glory, For the Work of the Miniſtry ; for the 
= Diſcharge of the Duties of the miniſterial 
Function. For the edifying of the Body of 
== CHnRiIsT; for the building up of the Church, 
.— which is CHRIS r's myſtical Body, in Faith, 
Purity and Love, until it arrive to a ſtate: of 
Perfection, and be preſented to Gop a glo- 
= rious Church, not having Spot, or Wrinkle, or 
any ſuch Thing, 
I ſhall confine my Diſcourſe to theſe Words. 
And be gave ſome, Paſtors and Teachers, for 
the Wark of the Miniſtry. . 
And in theſe Words we may take notice 
of two Things remarkable. 


(1. That 


P (...) That the Office of a Miniſter is not a N 
Poſt of Eaſe and Pleaſure, or of Pomp and 
Grandeur; but a Station of Labour and Ser- 8 
= vice. It is called a Work. For the Work of M 
ö the Miniſiry. 2 
(2.) That the miniſterial Office is a kind 
Gift beſtowed upon the Church by the glo- 2 
rious Author and Founder of it. Aud he gabe 
fome, Paſtors and Teachers. 
What I have to deliver on thi Subject, 1 
ſhall range in this following Method or Order. 
(1.) I ſhall ſhew, that the Office and Work 
of a Miniſter is of a divine Appointment. #2 
(2.) Give a general Idea, or a general Aa- 
count of the Work of the Miniſtry. 3 = 
(3.) Conſider particularly the Nature and |” 
Importance of it. "8 
(4.) Enquire, how CHRIS r gives Paſtors |: 
it and Teachers ; or how he ſets up Nunitten in 
1 his Chur. 7 
Vl (5.) Shew, in what Manner they are to be 
. Ordained, or ſet apart to the ſacred Office. 
(6.) LI. Make ſome practical Reflections Y 
on the whole. 
(..) I am to ſhew, that the Office and 
i Work of a Miniſter is of a divine Appoint- |} 
l ment. The ſacred Miniſtry is a divine Inſti- 
| tution. And he gave ſome, Paſtors and Teach- 
ti ers. He, 5. . Jus us CHRIST, the Head 
K and King of the Church. 
i The Miniſtry is not a human Contrivance, 
F or a politic Invention of Men to raiſe ſome 
ik Perſons to Poſts of ſecular Wealth and Ho- 
4 nour, 
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nour, to advance their Fortunes, or to help 
them to live in State and Magnificence ; but 
it is a wiſe Appointment of Go p, to bring 
Souls to JES us, and to prepare them for the 
Glories of a better World. The Miniſtry is of 
a divine Original, it comes from Go p. It is 
not in the Power of Man to conſtitute a 
Miniſter: No Man taketh this Honour unto 
himſelf, but he that is called of G oD, as 
was Aaron, Heb. v. 4. Thus you read, 1 Cor. 
= xi1.28. that Gop hath ſet ſome in the Church, 
= Pirſt, Apoſiles; Secondarily, Prophets; Third- 
J, Teachers. The Affair of making a Mi- 
niſter is lodged in the Hand of that G op, 
who hath ſaid, all Souls are mine, and who 
can aſſign them what Work and Station he 
> pleaſeth. The Ordainers do not warrant or 
= authorize Men to preach the Goſpel, or to mi- 
2 niſter in holy Things; but point out the Per- 
= ſons, whom Gop by his Son ſends on this 
important Buſineſs, inſtall them in their Office, 
and ſolemnly recommend them to the Con- 
duct and ee of divine Grace. 
(2.) I am to give you a general Idea, or a 
general Account of the Work of the Miniſtry. 
7 Altho' the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts, conſidered 
in their higheſt Capacity and proper Charac- 


_ %E 


- = rers, were extraordinary Officers ſet up in the 


Church in the Beginning of Chriſtianity, and 
4 have no proper Succeſſors; yet as the Office of 

a Paſtor or Teacher is included in that of an 
Apoſtle and Evangeliſt; it is the Will of CuRIs T 
bi that there ſhould be ſome: to ſucceed Mem 
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(8) 
this Part of their Work and Miniſtry. Other 
Men laboured, and we are entred into their 
Labours. Goſpel-Miniſters are to labour in 
Word and Doctrine; they are to preach the 
Goſpel, and proſelyte People to the Faith of 
Ig sus; they are to go before them in wor- 
ſhipping Aſſemblies, and to teach them to ob- 


ſerve the Laws and Inſtitutions of CHRIST; 


and they are to adminiſter Baptiſm and the 
Supper of the Lord, and to ordain others to 


© 
7 
5 Wy ' 
1 
2 4 r 
| the ſacred Office as the A 0 les did And 1 
"A 7 8 ® 4 15 Fo 
Wt 
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theſe are the principal Parts and main Bran- 


ches of that Work a Miniſter is called to. 


Matth. xxviii. 19, 20. There CHRIST fays 


to the Apoſtles, Go, and diſciple all Nations, 


baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt ; teaching them 


o obſerve all things whatſoever I have commanded 


our and lo, I am with you alway, even unto 


the end of the World, Not alway with your 


Perſons, for you muſt die as well as others; 


not alway with you as to your extraordinary 


Character, for that muſt ceaſe ; but I am 
with you alway as to the ordinary Part of 
your Work and Office, and will take care to 


raiſe up others after you in the Capacity of 


Goſpel-Minifters, and will provide for a Suc- 
ceſſion of theſe to the End of the World, or 


the Conſummation of all Things, 1 Cor. xi. 


23, 24, &c. For I have received of the Lo Rx DU, 
that which alſo I delivered unto you, that the 
LoxD JEesus, the ſame Night in which be was 
betrayed, took Bread, &c, 2 Tim, ii. 2. * 5 


UF) 

the Things that thou haſt heard of me among 
many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faithful 
Men, who ſhall be able to teach others alſo, 

(3.) J ſhall conſider particularly the Nature 
and Importance of that Work a Miniſter is 
called to. And this I ſhall repreſent to you in 
theſe following Characters. HER 
(..) That Work a Miniſter is called to, is a 
Work of a ſpiritual Nature. 
(..) It is a difficult Work. 
43.) It is a good Work. 
(.ᷓ4.) It is an honourable Work. - 
® (5.) It is a Work of awful Moment and 


„ 
. 
- Ws . 
5 8 ; 
7 
Wo” * . On equencè. 
3 2 I 2 
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(1.) That Work a Miniſter is called to, Is 
a Work of a ſpiritual Nature. Ir is the Pro- 


* vince of a Phyſician to take care of the Bo- 


dies of Men; and it is the Profeſſion of a 
Lawyer to defend their Civil Rights and Pro- 
perties, and ſecure their Eſtates : But it is the 
= proper Work of a Miniſter to watch for Souls, 
as one that muſt give an Account. The chief 
> Concern of a Miniſter is with the Spirits of 
Mien; theſe are the Objects of our Care, and 


the ſpecial Charge we are entruſted with. It 
tis our Buſineſs to make earneſt and repeated 


Addreſſes to precious and immortal Souls, in 
order to recover them from their degenerate 


State and woful Apoſtacy, and to bring them 


back to Gop, the Father of. Spirits, the 
FZource of their Being and Heppitcls and the 
Center of their eternal Reſt. It is the Work 
= of a Paſtor, or Miniſter, to endeavour to get 
15 C Sinners 


(10) 


Sinners renewed in the * of their Minds, 
1 


to feed the Soul with divine Knowledge, to 
impreſs it with heavenly Truths, and form ir 


into a likeneſs to Go p, and reſtore it to his 


Image and Fayour : And when the Soul is 
thus impreſt, renewed and ſanctified, it is a 
Miniſter's Duty to cheriſh the ſacred Sparks 
that are kindled within, to brighten every 
Grace, and (under the Conduct of the holy 
Spirit) prepare and poliſh Believers for the In- 
heritance of the Saints in Light. The Work 
of a Miniſter is of a ſpiritual Nature, and doth 
not relate to the Concerns of the Body, or 
of the preſent World ; but it chiefly relates to 
the Concerns of the Soul, and of a future and 
eternal World. My Kingdom (ſays CHRIST) 
zs not f this World, John xviii. 36. The bleſ- 
ſed IE Sus, the great Founder of the Church, 
did not affect ſecular State or Grandeur; nei- 
ther did he attempt to ſet up a temporal King- 
dom; this was quite out of his View and De- 
ſign; his Intention was not to aſpire to an 
earthly Crown, but to erect a ſpiritual Em- 
pire, to reign in the Souls of Men, and make 
them a willing People in the Day of his Power. 
And as CaRirT's Kingdom is not of this 
World, it is not the Buſineſs of thoſe who are 
called to be his Miniſters to carry on a ſecular 
Intereſt, or promote a worldly Deſign ; but to 
treat with Men about Things of a ſpiritual 
Nature, to ſhew them the Way of Salvation, 
and tell them what they muſt do to inherit 
eternal Life We are to exhort them, not to 
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be conformed to the World, but to guard a= 
 gainſt its Snares and Temptations, to overcome 

A by Faith, and ſeek thoſe Things that are 
above, where CHRIST fitteth at the right 
Hand of Gov. 55 : 
The Deſign of our Profeſſion is not to make 
Men great, but good. It is not to flatter their 
Ambition, or to gratify their Pride or Senſua- 
lity; but co preſs them to Humility and Po- 
verty of Spirit, and to excite them to true 
Piety and ſincere Devotedneſs to Go p. It is 
no Part of our Office to aſſiſt Men in the Pur- _ 
fuit of ſecular Glory, much leſs are we to en- 
courage them in an eager Chaſe of worldly 
Honours, Riches and Pleaſures; but we are 
to call them off from theſe gaudy and deluſive 
Things, and to preach to them the Doctrine 
of Selt-denial and the Croſs, and lay open be- 
fore them a brighter and more inviting Scene 
= than this World can poſſibly afford; 1 mean, 
the Joys of Paradiſe, the ineffable Treaſures 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, and a celeſtial - 
} Crown which ſhines with a peculiar Luſtre in 
the View of Angels, and the Spirits of juſt 
Mien made perfect. We are to call Men off 
from an undue Regard to ſenſual Objects and 
earthly Enjoyments, and exhort them to pur- 
ſue a ſpiritual and intellectual Happineſs, 
which conſiſts in the Knowledge and Love of 
Go p, and that ſublime Pleaſure which flows 
from the Light of his Countenance, and the 
raviſhing Tokens of his Favour. The Work 
of a Miniſter, is to check Men's inordinate 
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Fondneſs for the Body, and to awaken in them 
a juſt Senſe of the Worth of the Soul, and a 
due Concern for its Welfare and Felicity, and 
to call off their Proſpects and Regards from 
Things temporal to Things eternal: It is to 
call Men off from Earth to Heaven, from 
Mammon to JEsvus, and from the World to 
God; and prompt and excite them to ſpend 
their moſt ſolicitous Thoughts and greateſt 
Care about the immortal Spirit, to work out 
their own Salvation, and to lay a good Foun- 


dation for the World to come, as knowing if 
the Soul be ſafe and happy in the other World, 


the Body in its appointed Time will alſo be 
glorious and happy with it. And as the Work 
a Miniſter 1s called to 1s of a ſpiritual Nature, 
and chiefly concerns the Soul and another World; 
ſo the Methods we are to make uſe of to carry 
on this Work are alſo ſpiritual, The Weapons 


of our Warfare are not carnal, 2 Cor. x. 4. It is 
true, as we are ſent as Meſſengers and Servants ' | 
by the King of Heaven, we are 0 compel 


Men to come in, Luke xiv. 23. We are to com- 
pel Men to come into the Chriſtian Church, 
and to accept the Grace of the Goſpel ; we 


are to compel Sinners to liſt themſelves in the 
Service of CHRIS T; but we are not to com- 


pel them by external Violence, or by outward 


Rigour and Severity, but by rational Convic- 
tion, and by Scripture Light and Evidence, 
and with a Spirit of Meekneſs ; For the Wrath 
of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of G 0D. 
We are to draw Men to JE sv s, not by Force 


of 
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of Arms, but by. Dint of Argument, and 
Cords of Love. We are to bring back ſtray- 
ing Souls to the great and good Shepherd, not 
by human Threatnings, or by cruel and unjuſt 
Treatment ; but by the Power of Reaſon, by 
all the Charms of ſacred and divine Eloquence, 
and by. Motives drawn from a future World. 
And if after all our Arguments and friendly 
Endeavours, Sinners remain obſtinate and in- 
flexible, and perſiſt in their Infidelity; we 
ſhould ſhed Tears of Pity over, their Obdu- 
racy, and in the Proſpect of thoſe Miſeries that 
are coming upon them; in imitation of our 
compaſſionate Maſter, who when he came near 
Feruſalem, the Seat of an infidel, ſtubborn and 
perverſe Generation, beheld the City, and wept 
over it, Luke xix. 41. And as we are not to 
proſelyte Men to the Faith of CHRIST＋T by 
carnal Weapons, or to compel Strangers to 
come into his Church by human Tribunals, 
or the vain Terrors of Men; ſo it ſhould be 
Matter of Lamentation, that an Inſtitution of 
our Bleſſed Lo RD, which is of a Spiritual 
Nature, ſhould be turned into an Inſtrument 
of worldly Policy, and made a neceſſary Qua- 
hification for a Civil Office. As by this means 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper hath been 
notoriouſly proſtituted and abuſed, ſo hereby (as a 
great Man * obſerves) that holy Solemnity which 
was intended as a ſerious Remembrance of the 
Death of our Saviour, is debaſed into a Politi- 
cal Tool, and an Engine of State. 
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(2.) That 


are engaged in. Paul declares, that he ſerved 


Men, to attack the Devil in his own Quar- 
ters, and ſhake the Territories of the Prince of 
Darkneſs ? Is it an eaſy Matter to warn theUnruly, 


I 
| (2) That Work a Miniſter is called to, is 
x difficule Work. The Miniſtry is not a lazy 
Function, or a ſoft Employment; it is not an 
Office of Sloth and Eaſe, but a Poſt of La- 


bour and Service, and of Diligence and Appli- 
cation. It will ſtrain the Faculties, exhauſt 
the Spirits, and make the Soul flow down with 
Swear, to ply this Work as we ought. It was 
Part of the ſolemn Charge given to Timothy, 
that he ſhould endure Hardneſs as à good Sol- 
dier of JESUS CHRIST, 2 Tim. it. 3. It 
is an arduous and toilſome Warfare Miniſters 


the LoRD with all Humility of Mind, and 
with many Tears and Temptations, Acts xx. 19. 
By the Space of three Years, I ceaſed not to 
warn every one Night and Day with Tears. 
Painfulneſs and Watchings, and Prayers and 
Fears, .are common Ingredients in that Service 
Miniſters are called to. Little do People con- 
ſider the Cares and Fears, the Anxieties and 
Conflicts, and Hardſhips and Difficulties faith- 
ful Miniſters endure in the Diſcharge of the 
important Truſt that is repoſed in them. Is 
it an eaſy Matter to give Battle to Sin and 
Satan, to encounter the Luſts and Paſſions of 


awaken the Secure, rouſe the Slothful and Negli- 
gent, inſtruct the Ignorant, enlighten the Blind, 
and to warm obdurate Sinners that are frozen in 
their Tombs, and call them up from the * 
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(15) 
of the Dead? Is it the Taſk of an eaſy La- 
bour to bring back wicked Men from the de- 
ſtructive Path they are travelling in, and pre- 
vail upon them to return and live; to perſuade 
the Prophane to be religious; the Debauchee 
to be ſtrict and mortified ; the Drunkard to be 
ſober; the impure Sinner to be chaſte; the 
Niggardly and Covetous to be generous and 


bountiful; or is it am eaſy Matter to call Men 


off from the Love of Sin, and a fond Attach- 
ment to the Things of the World, to the Love 


of G op, and the Practice of univerſal Holi- 


neſs? ; 5 
And as it is no eaſy Matter to reclaim the 
Profligate, or to reform the Looſe and the Im- 
penitent, ſo it is a Matter of Difficulty to bind 
up the Broken-hearted, to reſolve the Doubt- 
ing, to eſtabliſh the Wavering, to comfort the 
Feeble- minded, and to manifeſt a common 
Care and a tender Concern for all the Flock, 
over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made us 


| Overſeers, or Biſbops; not flattering the Rich, 


nor deſpiſing or neglecting the Poor, but act- 


ing with an impartial and upbiaſs d Integrity, 


not keeping back any Thing from our Peo- 
ple that may be profitable, but declaring the 
whole Counſel of G o p. Is it an eaſy Matter 
to accommodate ourſelves to the different Cal- 
lings and Profeſſions, and the different Trials 
and Temptations, and the various Caſes, Con- 
ditions and Circumſtances of thoſe to whom 
we are called to miniſter in holy Things, and 
give every one his Portion in due Seaſon ? Ts 
Fe ME 10 


and Fidelity, and with Courage and Refolu- 
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616) 
it an eaſy Matter to manage with Prudence 
tion with reſpe& to the different Tempers, 


and Intereſts and Paſſions of Men ? And to 
act the Part of Boanerges's, or Sons of 'Thun- 


der to ſome; and to become Barnabas's, Sons 


of Conſolation to others; to deal mildly and 
cently with ſenſible Sinners, who groan under 


the ponderous Load and deep Conviction of 


their Crimes, and long for Deliverance, and 
take them (as it were) by the Hand, and lead 
them to a Saviour; and to ſpeak roundly to 
bold and daring Offenders, and flaſh (as it 
were) the Flames of Hell in their Faces, and 
pull them by a Sort of Violence out of the 


Fire; telling them that they muſt turn or 
burn; that they muſt repent, or be damned; 


and that they muſt forſake their evil Ways, 


or be doomed to Torments which are extreme 


and eternal ? Is it the Taſk of an eaſy La- 


bour, to give a conſtant and faithful Artend- 


ance upon the Souls of our People; to keep 


a jealous Eye over them, and to teach them 
publickly, and alſo as Opportunity and Occa- 
ſion offer, from Houſe to Houſe ? Acls xx. 20. 


That the Work a Miniſter is called to is a 


very difficult Work, will farther appear, if 
we conſider the Exhortations given to Mini- 


ſters in the ſacred Writings, the Titles: and 
Characters they bear, the many Enemies they 


are to encounter, and the mighty Oppoſition 


Pad 


that is made againſt them. 
Meditate 


81 


7 (77) 
Ihe ſolemn Exhortation given to Miniſters 
ſhew plainly that it is no eaſy Province they 
are called to, 1 Tim. iv. 13. Give attendance 
fo Reading, to Exhortation, to Doctrine, Ver. 15. 
Meditate upon theſe Things, give thy ſelf whol- 
9h to them, 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. 1 charge thee be- 
= fore God, and the LoxpD Jxsus CHRIST, who 
hall judge the Quick and the Dead at his Ap- 


"= pearing and Kingdom; preach the Word; be in- 
ant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine. 
Ver. 5. Watch thou in all Things, endure Aflicti- 
on; do the Work of an Evangeliſt, make full 
Proof of thy Miniſtry. It is required in other 
Places, that they be apt to teach, and able to con- 
vince Gainſayers, Tit. i. 9. Theſe are ſome of 
the Duties Miniſters are bound to; and theſe 
Things are not to be done without Labour, In- 
duſtry, and Application. The Titles and Cha- 
racters Miniſters are inveſted with, alſo point 
out to us the Difficulty of the Work they are 
engaged in. They are called Watchmen, Ezek. 
11. 17. And ſurely it is no eaſy Matter to be upon 
the Guard, expoſed to the Severities of Wind 
and Weather; it is no eaſy Poſt to be oblig'd 
to keep themſelves in a wakeful Poſture, and 
ſtand upon their Watch-Tower, to deſcry 
the Approach of the Enemy, and to warn 
Sinners of the Judgments that are coming 
upon them; to lift up their Voices like a 
Trumpet, and ſhew Men their Tranſgreſſions, 
and rouſe them out of their Impenitency and 
carnal Security, and give the timely Signal 
an 


10) 
and Alarm, in order to prevent their Ruin. 
Miniſters are ſtiled Shepherds, Fer. xxxiii. 4. 
And what Care and Tenderneſs, what Saga- 
city and Vigilance are neceſſary to feed and de- 
fend the Flock, to lead them to proper Paſ- 
tures, and to guard them againſt Wolves and 
Beaſts of Prey, and conduct them to Folds of 
Reſt and Safety. How careful ſhould we be 
to ſkreen and ſhelter them in a ſtormy and 
tempeſtuous Seaſon, to revive the Drooping, 
to reduce the Wandering, to heal the Wound- 
ed, to ſupport the Weak, and take the Lambs 
in our Arms, and carry them in our Boſom, 
and gently lead thoſe that are with Young. 
Miniſters are called Stewards, 1 Cor. iv. 1. 
And it 1s required of a Steward, that he be 
found faithful. And what ſkill and Diligence 


are needful to manage and govern the Church, 


which is the Houſe of God, to conſider the 
Wants and Neceflities of all the Family, and 
make ſuitable Proviſion for them? and to 
keep up Order and Diſcipline, to reſtore ſuch 
as are overtaken in a Fault with a Spirit of 
Wiſdom and Meekneſs? and to reprove and 
admoniſh thoſe who wilfully break the Laws 


of God, and tranſgreſs the Commands of the 
Great Maſter of the Houſe, and exhort them 
daily, while it is called to Day, leſt any ſhould 


be hardened through the Deceitfulneſs of 
Sin? Miniſters are called Labourers, Matth. 


ix. 37, 38. And what Toils muſt they un- 


dergo to. manure God's Field, that it may 
yield a plentiful Crop, and to cultivate his 
ET 3 gh Vine- 
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Vineyard, to dig about it, and dung it, that 


barren Trees may be fruitful, and chat ſuch 


as bear Fruit may bear it more abundantly : ? 


3 Miniſters are ſtiled Builders, 1 Cor. iii. 10. 
and they muſt work hard, and ply their holy 


Imployment with an intenſe Ardor, and inde- 


fatigable Application, if they would erect ſpi- 


ritual Temples to the living God, and begin 
or carry on the Building of Grace in the Soul, 
until che Topſtone be laid on in Glory. 

And as the Titles and Characters Miniſters 


are inveſted with, point out to us the Difficul- 


ty of the Work they are called to; that 35 


Work of a Miniſter is a difficult Work, 

alſo evident from the Enemies they are to en- 
counter, and the mighty Oppoſition that is 
made againſt them. As Satan that Arch Apo- 


ſtate and grand Enemy is reſtleſs in his At- 
tempts, to baffle and defeat our beſt Endea- 
vours to ſave the Souls of Men, and render 


all our Labours vain and abortive. and bitter 
Perſecutors march under his bloody Colours; 


T fo there are others that act under him, in Op- 
= poſition to the faithful Miniſters of Chriſt, 


and who increaſe the Weight and Difficulty 


of that Work they are entred upon. Atheiſts 


and Deiſts pull off the Mask, and appear na- 


ked and barefac'd, and openly oppoſe that Sa- 
cred Intereſt which Miniſters are bound to 
ſupport and defend. But there are others 


who lie under a Covert and Diſguiſe, and 


who ſhelter themſelves within the Pale of the 
Church, and pretend Friendſhip to Chriſtia- 
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nity; yet ſecretly ſap and undermine the 
Foundation upon which it is built, by detract- 


ing from the Honour of our Great Lo R and 


MasTER, and denying the Divinity of the 
Bleſſed JEsvs, which is in effect to deny the 
LoRD that bought them, or to deny that 
Gop who aſſum'd the human Nature, and 
purchaſed the Church with his own Blood, 


Acls xx. 28. Feed the Church of GOD which 
be bath purchaſed with his own Blood. As this 


dangerous and pernicious Error hath been 
revived in our Days, and by the cunning Craft 
and artful Management of its Patrons over- 


thrown the Faith of ſome; ſeeing Miniſters 


are ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel, they 


are not to deſert their Poſt, but to appear in 


the Front of the Engagement, and make a 
noble Stand againſt this and all other Opini- 


ons that are contrary to ſound Doctrine. 


When any among our ſelves ariſe ſpeaking 
perverſe Things, and attempt to draw Dit- 
ciples after them; we are not to ſtand by as 


_ {ſilent Spectators, but to fortify our People 


againſt the fatal Contagion, and earneſtly con- 
tend for the Faith which was once deliver'd 


unto the Saints, And ſurely it is no eaſy 
Matter to dete& the Wiles, and expoſe the 


Sophiſtry of thoſe who lie in wait to deceive, 


and watch the Motions, and baffle the Schemes 


of ſubtle and deſigning Men, who banter and 
ridicule Goſpel-Myſteries, and are Enemies 
to the Truth as it is in J ESusSC. 
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(21) 
(3.) That Work a Miniſter is call'd to, is a 
good Work, 1 Tim. iii. 1. This is a true ſay- 
ing, if a Man defire the Office of a Biſhop, or 
Preſbyter (for theſe Characters ſignify and 
denote Miniſters of the ſame Rank and Or- 
der) he defireth a good Work. Miniſters are 
ſent upon a kind Errand, the Meſſage they 
bring carries glad Tidings along with it, and 
the Work they are engaged in is of great Uſe- 
fulneſs, and common Benefit to the World. 
It is a Work calculated for the Glory of Gov, 

and the Good of Mankind. 
The Miniſterial Office is a publick Blefling, 


and looks with a friendly Aſpect on the Peace 


and Welfare of the Inhabitants of this lower 
Earth, and hath a Tendency to make Men 
eaſy here, and happy hereafter. 
The Goſpel we preach hath a Tendency to 
form the Minds of Men into a Heavenly 
Frame and Temper, and to teach them the 
Art and Duty of Divine Contentment; to pre- 
ſerve publick Order and Tranquillity, and to 
promote Love, Unity and Concord in the pre- 
ſent World, and to lead Men to Regions of 
Bliſs, and Manſions of Glory in the World 
that is to come. | 


What a wretched and diſconſolate Darkneſs 


_ overſpreads thoſe Parts of the Earth, where 
neither Goſpel nor Miniſtry ever appeared, or 
ſhed their grateful and ſalutary Influences; 
and what a Scene of Confuſion and Diſorder 


would the Church itſelf be, were it deprived 


of its proper Guides and Overſeers? Happy 
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the People, whols Eyes can ſee their Teachers, 
and whoſe Miniſters are not driven into Cor- 
ners. Thus the Work a Miniſter is called to 
is a good Work, as it hath a happy Tendency 
to promote the Glory of Go p, the Tranquil- 
lity of the World, the Beauty * the Church, 
and the Salvation of the Soul. 

(4.) The Work a Miniſter is call'd to, is 
an honourable Work. 

Paul ſpeaking of his being ſent to preach the 
Goſpel to the Gentiles, ſays, I magniſy my 
Office, Rom. xi. 13. It is a great and noble 
Imployment Miniſters are engaged in. There 
is high Dignity, as well as Labour and Dif- 
ficulty in the Work we are called to. 

What an Honour is it to ſtand ſo near the 
King of Heaven, to bear the Characters of his 
Ambaſſadors, and to act in his Name, and by 
his Authority, and to beſeech Sinners in his 
ſtead to be reconcil'd to CO p, 2 Cor. v. 20. 
Now then we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as 
though Go p did beſeech you by us; We pray 
you in Chriſt's ſtead, Be ye reconciled to God. 
Miniſters are ſtiled Angels in the ſecond and 
third Chapters of the Revelation. And doth 
not their Office reſemble the ſublime Station 

and honourable Service of thoſe heavenly 
Courtiers, who ſtand in the Preſence of G o p, 
and wait his Orders, and who are imployed 
as his Meſſengers, and ſent forth as miniſtring 
Spirits to miniſter to the Heirs of Salvation. 
And as if the Title of Angels did not ſpeak 
Dignity orgs they ate called he 2 of 

CHRIST, 


(23) | 
Cuni1sT, 2 Cor. viii. 23. And ſurely it is a 
glorious Cauſe they are engaged in, the Cauſe 


of Gop. And what an Honour is it to fight 
the Battles of the Lox D againſt the Devil 


and wicked Spirits, who wage War with Hea- 


ven, and are mortal Enemies to the Rights 
and Privileges, and the Welfare and Happi- 
neſs of Mankind ? 
(5.) The Work a Miniſter is called to, is a 
Work of awful Moment and Conſequence. 
As the Souls of Men committed to our 
Truſt, are of greater Worth and Value than 


the whole World, and as the People to whom 


we miniſter are in a moving Poſture, and 
poſting into Eternity, and mult ſhortly be ei- 
ther ſaved or damned, it 1s a weighty, awful 


and tremendous Charge that lies upon us. 
Our Congregations will break up in a little 
Time, and Churches will iſſue in Heaven or 
Hell. We preach to dying Men that are 
haſtening into another World, and whoſe 
eternal State will be decided and determin d by 
the Goſpel we publiſh, which is either a Sa- 


vour of Life unto Life, or of Death unto 
Death, 2 Cor. ii. 16. We hold up a chari- 


not ſubmit to our Conduct and Guidance, or 
Way which leadeth to Deſtruction, the Word 


light them to a deeper Miſery, and a greater 
Damnation. For this is the Condemnation, that 


Light 


table Light to ſhew Sinners the narrow Path 
to the bleſſed World above; but if they will 


take the happy Road, but go on in the broad 


will not return void, but ſerve as a Torch to 


( 24. ) 


Light is come into the World, and Men haus 
loved Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe their 
Deeds are evil, John iii. 19. And how ſhall 
we eſcape, if we neglect ſo great Salvation? 
Heb. ii. 3. 3% 32 

And as the Work Miniſters are called to, is 
of the higheſt Moment and Conſequence, 
with Reſpect to the Souls of Men, which are 
bound for an eternal World, and muſt ſhortly | 
be judged by the Word we have ſpoken, agree- 
able to the Mind and Will of CHRIS T our 
great Lo RD and Maſter ; ſo it is of the laſt 
Importance to our ſelves to be diligent and 
faithful in the Diſcharge of our Duty, leſt if 
any Soul ſhould periſh through our Neglect 
and Default, their Blood ſhould be required 
at our Hands. „5 

(4.) I am to enquire how CHRIS T gives 
Paſtors and Teachers, or how he ſets up Miniſters 
in his Church 

And CurisT ſets up Miniſters in his Church; 

(I.) By qualifying Perſons for this difficult 


and important Service. 


(2.) By inwardly moving and inclining them 


to undertake it. — 

(3.) By pointing out the Character of the 
Perſons who are to ordain them, and ſolemnly 
ſet them apart to this holy Imployment. 

(I.) CHRIST ſets up Paſtors or Miniſters 
in his Church, by qualifying Perſons for this 
difficult and important Service. 

It is the LORD JEesus who gives Men a 
Capacity for miniſterial Work, and who be- 

5 ſtows 
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| tows upon them all the uſeful Accompliſh- | 


ments, which are neceſſary to make them able 
Miniſters of the New Teſtament. He that 
hath wrought them for the ſelf ſame Thing 
isG op, who alſo hath given unto them the 
Earneft of the Spirit: For every Good and 
every perfect Gift cometh down from above. 
Miniſters derive their Fitneſs and Qualification 
for their high and ſacred Office from their 
great Lord and Maſter. All their Gifts and 
Graces are communicated to them by that 
Divine Perſon, who hath an inexhauſtible 
Fund of all ſpiritual Supplies; For it pleaſed 
the Father that in him ſhould all Fulneſs dwell. 
If we preach the Word, or diſcharge any 
Part of our Function in a right manner, it 18 
by the Ability which he giveth. There are 
different Gifts and Indowments, and different 
Degrees of Grace, but they all proceed from 
the fame JIESUs, who dealeth to every Man 
ſeverally as he pleaſeth. 
(2.) Chriſt ſets up Miniſters in his Church, 
by inwardly moving and inclining them to 
undertake the ſolemn and awful Work. 
As the blefled JESU s by his holy Spirit hath 
an Acceſs to the Souls of Men, ſo it is he that 
excites and inclines faichful Miniſters to de- 
vote themſelves to this holy Employment. It 
1s he that helps them to get over the Rubs 
that lie in their Way, and notwithſtanding the 
Ditficulty and Importance of the ſacred Func- 


tion, perſuades them to enter upon it: It is 


he that calls Men off from all other Profefſi- 
oe: ons, 
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20 } 
ons, and bends their Minds and Inclinations to 
purſue this as their proper Work and Buſt- 
nels. 

It is CHRIST by his Spirit, who directs 
and influenceth; and diſpoſeth Perſons to en- 
gage in this Service, and who inſpires them 
with Love to Go p, and Zeal for his Glory, 
and a deep and compaſſionate Concern for the 
Souls of Men, and a Thirſt after their Salva- 
tion and eternal Happineſs. 
Thus CHRIS gives Paſtors, or Ages 
to his Church, by qualifying Perſons for the 
ſacred Office, and by inwardly moving and 
inclining them to take upon them the 82 
and important Charge. 

To which I might add, that CHRIS ＋ al- 
ſo gives them Opportunities for Service, and 
diſpoſeth People to hearken to their Inſtructi- 
ons, and crowns their Labours with Succeſs: 
For neither is he that planteth any thing, neither 


he that watereth, but God that giveth the In- 
creaſe, 1 Cor. ili. 


(2.) CnxisT ſets up Miniſters in his 
Church, by pointing out the Character of 
the Perſons who are to ordain them, or {et 
them apart to the holy Imployment. 

And to prevent Miſtakes, I would premiſe 
that by ordazmng Miniſters, we do not mean 
that the Ordainers give them their Authori- 
ty; for their Commiſſion and Authority is 

derived from CHRIST the Head and King 
of the Church, whoſe Royalty and Preroga- 
dive it is to conſtitute Officers in his Church 


and 
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and Kingdom. In this Caſe it may be ſaid, 
that there is no Power but of Gop; the 
Powers that be are ordained of Gop; and 
he that reſiſteth the Power; or he. that reſiſt- 
eth the Miniſters of CHRIST in the regular 
Diſcharge of their Function, reſiſteth the Or- 
dinance of God. For our great Lo RD and 
Maſter hath ſaid, He that deſpiſeth you, de- 
ſpiſeth me, and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſetb him 
that ſent me, Luke x. 16. The Bleſſed ]r- * 
$US gives his Miniſters their Warrant and 
Authority, and calls them to their Work; 
and it is the Buſineſs of the Ordainers to de- 
clare the Mind and Will of CHRISTH; or 
to ſignify that it is the Will of CHRIST, 
that ſuch and ſuch Perſons ſhould ſerve him. 
in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. Teſs Chrijt 
gives them their Right to be Miniſters, and 
qualifies them for the Work; and the Ordain- 
ers deliver them their Commiſſion, and inveſt 
them in their Office,  _ 

This being premiſed, I proceed to ſhew, 
who are the Perſons that are authorized and 
appointed to ſet apart Miniſters to this ſacred 
Imployment; and they are Teachers, Biſhops, 
Paſtors, Presbyters, and the like: All which 
Names and Titles fignify and repreſent Mini- 
ſters of one and the ſame Order. Teachers 
were concerned in ſeparating Barnabas and 
Saul for that ſpecial Work in the Miniſtry 
whereunto they were called. Als xiil. I, 2. 
INow there was in the Church that was at Anti- 
ob, certain Prophets and Teachers; as Barna. 

E 4 bas, 
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bas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and 
Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had 
been brought up with Herod the Tetrarch, and 
Saul. As they miniſtred to the Lo xD, and 
faſted, the Holy G hoſt ſaid, Separate me Bar- 


nabas and Saul for the Work whereunto I haue 


called them. And you read, As xiv. 23. | 


that Barnabas with Paul ordained them Elders 
(Preſbyters, or Miniſters) in every Church. 
Altho Paul was an Apoſtle, Barnabas was 
not; but this we are ſure of, that he was an 


authorized Teacher and Preacher, and as ſuch |} 


had Power to ordain as well as an Apoſtle. 
Thus Paul injoins Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 14. Neg- 
lect not the Gift that is in thee, which was given 
fhee by Prepheſy, with the laying on of the Hands 

of the Presbytery. Neglect not the Gift; that 
is, the Gift of the Miniftry, which was com- 
municated to him by the Hands of the Preſ- 
bytery. Whatſoever other Characters Timo- 
Iby's Ordainers might be inveſted or dignified 
with, it is plain that in this Affair they acted 
in the Capacity of Presbyters. I know ſome 
have pleaded, that the Power of Ordination 
and Church-Government, is confined to Biſbops, 
as diſtinct from and ſuperior in Office to 
Presbyters: But as there is not one ſolid Argu- 


ment to ſupport ſo groundleſs an Aſſertion, ſo 


I think it is now almoſt generally allowed, 
that Biſops and Presbyters are Miniſters of the 
ſame Order, which may eaſily be prov'd from 
the Account we have of them in the New 


Teſtament 7 


( 29) 
Teſtament. And as!“ Presbyters, who are pro- 
perly Scripture-Biſhops, have Power to or- 
dain; ſo they have Power to rule and govern 
the Church, according to the Laws and Inſti- 
tutions of CHRIST, or to keep up that Or- 
der and Diſcipline which he hath appointed, 
1 Tim. v. 17. Let the Elders (or Preſbyters) 
that rule well, be counted worthy of double Ho- 
nour, eſpecially they who labour in the Word and 
(g.) I am to ſhew, in what manner they 
who are called to the Work of the Miniſtry 
ſhould be ſeparated, or ſet apart to this facred 
Office. „ͤĩ oé5ͥÜ6i 1 
And this Solemnity ſhould be performed by 
Faſting and Prayer, and Impoſition of Hands. 
As they miniſtred to the Lo RD, and faſted, 
the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas 
and Saul for the Work whereunto I have called 
them: And when they had faſted and prayed, 
and laid their Hands on them, they ſent them 
away, Acts xili. 2, 3. We are to ſet apart 
Miniſters for the Work whereunto they are ff 
called, by ſolemn Prayer, imploring God's = 
Acceptance of the Dedication of themſelves 
to his ſpecial Service, and begging a plentiful 
Effuſion of the Divine Spirit, and his Bleſſing 
on their Perſons and Labours ; and Faſting 
ſhould be joined with it, to humble ourſelves 
under a Senſe of our own Unworthineſs, and 
to increaſe the Fervency of our Devotions. 
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; * The Word which in our Eng liſb Bibles is tranſlated Elders, 
is in the Greek, Presbyters. e 
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And as for the Ceremony of laying on of 
Hands, it hath been commonly uſed in the 
Inveſtiture of Men in holy Offices; and it was 
fo general a thing, and a Practice ſo well 
known in the Apoſtles Time, to ſeparate Per- 
ſons to the Work of the Miniftry this Way, 
that Paul repreſents and expreſſeth the. Ordi- 
nation . of Miniſters by the Phraſe of laying 
on of Hands upon them. Lay Hands ſuddenly 
en no Man, neither be partaker of other Mens | 
Sins, I Tim. v. 22. 

\ (6.) And laſtly, I proceed to make . 
practical Reflections upon the whole. And, 
(..) Hath CHRISTH the Head and King 
of the Church given Paſtors and Teachers for 
the Work of the Miniſtry? Then let us with 
profound Gratitude adore the Kindneſs and 
Condeſcention of Heaven, and bleſs G op for 
ſo glorious and uſeful an Inſtitution. How 
dark and diſconſolate, and how wretched and 
forlorn a Place would this lower Earth be, 
did not the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhine upon it 
with its ſalutary Beams? were we not favour- 
ed with the Light of the Goſpel, and the Mini- 
ſtery of Reconciliation? How beautiful are 


the Feet of them, who bring good News, 


and publiſh the glad Tidings of Peace and 
Salvation! How kind the Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel! and what a great Favour and Privi- 
lege is it to have Men of the ſame Make with 
ourſelves, to treat with us about the important 
Concerns of our Souls, and of anather World, 
to guide us in the Way to Heaven, and to 
traln 


( 3x ) 


train us up for the Joys and Felicities of the 


celeſtial Kingdom? Did God ſpeak to us in 
the dazling Brightneſs of his own Glory and 
Majeſty, frail Mortality could not bear it; we 
ſhould, be ready to ſay as the Children of I/ 
rael did to Moſes, when Gop appeared to 
them; Speak thou with us, and we will hear, 
but let not Go p ſpeak with us leſt we die, Exod. 
TECH SEES ͤ +5 | 

Should an Angel or a Seraphim be ſenc 
from Heaven to addreſs Men, the flaming Ap- 
parition might rather terrify and affright, than 
engage a calm Attention, and a due hearing 
of the Word. Therefore God is pleaſed to 


| ſend Miniſters to declare his Mind and Will to 


Men of the ſame Rank and Order of Being with 


themſelves, and by ſuch as theſe to bring Souls 


to JIEs us, and to edify the Body of CHRIS T, 
until we all come in the Unity of the Faith, and 
of the Knowledge of the Son of Go p, unto a 
perfect Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of 
the Fulneſs of CHRIST. 

How thankful ſhould we be to the Bleſſed 
Go for a Goſpel-Miniſtry, which is a glori- 


ous Privilege, and an incomparable Bleſ- 


ſing! 


. .) How ftrangely miſtaken are they, who 


pretend to invalidate the Orders of thoſe 
whom CHRIS I hath ſet up as Miniſters in 
his Church ? 

As forour Miniſters, are they not qualified 
for their Office, and have they not freely 
and chearfully devoted themſelves to the 
5 | Service 
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Service of the Altar, and are they not 
folemnly ſer apart to the holy Function by 
Faſting and Prayer, and the laying on of the 
Hands of the Presbytery? Then whar little 
Reaſon have any to difpute their Orders, or ro 
call in queſtion their Commiſſion, and to pre- 
tend that their Miniſtrations are null and in- 
valid? I would crave leave to ask theſe Men, 
by what Authority the Perſons, whom t 
call Epiſcopal Minifters, preach the Goſpel, 
and adminiſter Baptiſm and the Lord's-Sup- 
per, or perform any Part of the facred Functi- 
on? Do they receive their Authority from 
CHRIST, who alone hath Power to ſet up 
Minifters in his Church? And do we not re- 
ceive our Authority from the ſame Fountain ? 
Is their Commiſſion convey'd ro them by 
the Hands of a Droce/an Biſhop, who as diſ- 
tinguiſh'd from Preſbyters or other Miniſters, 
is of a human Appointment, or a ＋ Creature 
of the State, and concerning whom it may be 
| ſaid, 


1 When I ſay, that Biſhops as diſtinguiſh'd from Preſ- 
byters, are Creatures of the State; I mean that our Eu- 
gliſ Biſhops, as diſtin from, and ſuperior to Presby- 
ters, derive their Epiſcopal Power and Juriſdiction from 
the State; and I think that they who deny it, do in Ef- 
fect call in queſtion the Sopremacy of the Crown, and 
caſt an odious Reflection on King William, and the 
glorious Revolution, by which the Church of England 
was, under God, ſaved from Ruin: For by what Au- 
thority could the Now-jaring Biſhops be turn'd out of 
their Biſhopricks, if they held them by a Divine Right? 
But as the late Biſhop of Bangor, now of Sarum, ob- 
ſerves; all the World knows, that they themſelves had 

upon 


"129 
ſaid, that there is no ſuch Officer to be found 
in the New Teſtament. And is not our Com- 
miſſion conyey'd to us by the Hands of ſpi- 
ritual Paſtors, or Scripture-Biſbops, who are 
ſtil'd by the Apoſtle St. Paul a Presbytery? 
Are not Preſbyters and Biſhops, according to 
the Account given of them in the facred 
Writings, the ſame, of the fame Order and 
Office; and doth not the ſame Dignity, 


upon their Knees, ſolemnly and devoutly acknowledg'd, 


that they had, and held their Biſhopricks, and the Poſſeſ- 


ſions of the ſame intirely, as well the Spiritualities, as 


Temporalities thereof only of the King's Majeſty, and 
of the Imperial Crown of this his Majeſty's Realm. He 


adds, This they had ſolemnly ſworn. A Preſervative 
againſt the Principles and PraQtices of the Nonjurors, 
. . | "© 

King Charles the Firſt ſuſpended Dr. Abbot from his 


Archiepiſcopa! Juriſdiction, and gave a Commiſſion to 


Others to take Cognizance of all Eccleſiaſtical Affairs 
and Matters within the Province of Canterbury, Hiſtory 
of England, Vol. III. p. 50. | 

Archbiſhop Laud preſſed the King's Commiſſioners to 
aegrade Dr. Williams Eiſhop of Lincoln, that is unbiſhop 
him, or to depoſe him from his Dignity and Office as 
a Dioceſan; which is a plain Acknowledgment, that 
our Engliſp Biſhops derive their Dignity and Superiority 
over Presbyters from the Civil Power; and the ſame 
Power which gave them their Commiſſion, could take 
it from them. Packers Life of Biſhop Milliams, Part II. 

125. : | 
1 If you ask for what Reaſori King Charles ſuſpended 
the former from the Exerciſe of his Archiepiſcopal Ju- 


riſdiction? J anſwer, It was for refuſing to licence Dr. 


S:bthyrp's Sermon, in which he endeayour'd to prove 
that the King of England had a Power to impoſe what 
\ Taxes he thought fit upon his Subjects, without Con- 
{ent of Parliament. And the Proſecution of the latter, 
was owing to Laud's implacable Refentments, 


Duty 


( 34 ) 
Duty and Privileges belong to them? If you 
doubt of it, turn to Titus i. v. 5, 6, 7. There 
the Apoſtle Paul preſcribing certain Rules 
to Titus, which he ought to obſerve in the 
Ordination of Elders or Presbyters, tells him 
that every ſuch Perſon ſhould be blameleſs ; 
and the Reaſon immediately follows; For a 
Biſhop muſt be blameleſs. And the ſame Apo- 
ſtle addreſſing himſelf to the Elders or Mini- 
ſters of Epheſus, ſays, Take heed unto your 
ſelves, and all the Flock, over which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, (or ericuurss 
Biſhops) 70 feed the Church of Go p, which be 
hath purchaſed with his own Blood, Acts xx. 28. 
And St. Peter in his Exhortation to Presby- 
ters, delivers them this ſolemn Charge, That 
they ſhould feed the Flock of Go p, taking the 
Over/ight thereof; it is in the Greek, enix 
TE&vrtts, acting the Part, or diſcharging the Du- 
ties of Biſhops, 1 Pet. v. 1, 2. And if a Preſ- 
byter is bound to act the Part, and diſcharge 
the Duties of a Biſbop, he muſt be a Biſhop. 
Seeing then Presbyter and Biſbop, in Scrip- 
ture Language are the ſame, they who deny 
the Validity of Orders conferr'd by Preſbyters, 
do in effect deny the Validity of Orders con- 
terr'd by Biſhops. - | 
Then how infatuated are they, who are ſo 
bold and uncharitable, as to re-baprize any, 
who have been baptized by Preſbyters, if they 
were not ordained by Dioceſan Biſhops ? This 
13 an Innovation lately introduced into the 
Church, by ſome who pretend to be wiſer 
than 
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than their Superiors; and who, if indulged 
and encouraged in their extravagant Fancies, 
would run the Church into Diſorder and Con- 
fuſion. It hath been remarked, that ſome 
of our beſt Biſhops have had no other Baptiſm, 
but by ſuch as were ordain'd by Presbyters; 
and if their Baptiſm was not valid, and they 
were not viſible Chriſtians, then what becomes 
of all their Ordinations? How could they, 
who, according to the rigid and uncharitable 
Scheme of our Noveliſtis, were no Chriſtians, 
ordain others as Miniſters in the Chriſtian 
Church, or render their Miniſtrations valid 
and authentic? How many of our Conform- 
iſt Miniſters have had no other Baptiſm than 
by ſuch as we; and were theſe Men no Chri- 
ſtians, and conſequently had they no Autho- 
rity to preach the Goſpel, or to adminiſter 
the Sacraments, or to perform any miniſterial 
Act; but was all that they did null and void? 

Then how diſmal muſt be the Caſe of the 
People who have attended upon them. What 
is become of King Charles the Firſt, who was 
baptized by a Scots Presbyter (as ſome have 
juſtly obſerved) muſt he die without the Pale 
of the viſible Church, and be left to the un- 
covenanted Mercy of Go p, for want of be- 
Ing re-baptized? Nay, what do theſe Men 
think of the reformed Churches abroad ; muſt 
they be no Churches of Chriſt, and Strangers 
to Chriſtianity, becauſe their Miniſters are 
not admitted to the ſacred Office by Dioceſan 
Biſhops! According to this new Scheme, who 

© 2 knows 
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knows whether he be baptized or not? © Eve- 
« ry one muſt be put upon the Enquiry; Was 
« he who baptized me, ordained by a Dioce- 
« fan Biſhop, and was that Biſhop baptized 
« by a Miniſter who was ordained by a Dio- 
« ceſan Biſhop, and fo on? ” For if one Link 
be broken, and the Succeſſion in one Inſtance 
cut off, the Baptiſm of all ſince muſt be a 
Nullity. Surely our Reformers were of ano- 
ther Mind; and an Archbiſhop hath declared, 
that ſuch Schemes and Notions as theſe are 
dangerous, and that re-baptizing is plainly 
Anabaptiſm. May the Father of Lights, and 
the God of Love, turn Men back from every 
By- path, and lead us all in the Way of Truth, 
and give us uniting Principles, and charitable 
Hearts, that ſincerely loving one another, the 
World may know that we are the Diſciples of 
Jesvs CuRiIsT . ES: 
| (3.) Is 


Queriet. Was not the Reverend Mr. James Flexman 
ſome time tince Miniſter of Ware-Giſford, and had he any 
other Baptiſm, but by a Presbyter; and if he was no 
Chriſtian, how could he be a Miniſter? and if he was 
no Miniſter, what becomes of all his Miniſtrations ? 
Was not the pious and learned Mr. How, once Miniſter 
of Torrizgton, and was he not ordained by Presbyters ? 
then what is become of all thoſe Perſons he baptized, 
which no doubt were very numerous? Have not many 
of them conform'd to the eſtabliſn'd Church, and been 
receiv'd to the Lord's Supper, without being re-baptized ? 
And hath not each of them, when interr'd, been called 
dear Brother, or dear Siſter, and buried in ſure and certain 
Hope of the Reſurrection to eternal Life? And hath it 
not been ſolemnly declared at the Grave, that God of 


his 


(37 ) 


(3.) Is that Work a Miniſter 1s called to, 


ſo great and difficult, and of ſuch awful Mo- 
ment and Conſequence, as I have repreſented 
to you? then who is ſufficient for theſe Things? 
ſurely not Man, nor an Angel, without the 
Concurrence of a Divine Spirit. But through 
Chriſt's ſtrengthening us we can do all 
Things. If G op vouchſafe his Almighty Aid 
and heavenly Influences, we ſhall be able Mi- 
niſters of the New Teſtament, and our Labours 
ſhall be attended with glorious and happy 


Succeſs. Let us therefore be ſtrong in the 


Lok, and in the Power of his Might. 
|  (4:) What great Reaſon have the People to 


encourage true and faithful Miniſters in the 


Work they are called to. 


How much doth it concern our People to 


lighten our Burden as much as poſſible, and 


his Great Mercy had taken their Souls to himſelf? But 


if their Baptiſm was not valid, and they no Chriſtians ; 
with what Conſiſtency could that Man, who believes 
this new upſtart Doctrine, admit them to the Lord's 

Table, or ſolemnly declare after their Deceaſe, that 
they are with God, and admitted to the Joys of the Hea- 
venly State? For it cannot be ſaid in Propriety of Speech, 
or with tolerable Senſe, that God takes the Soul to him- 


ſelf in great Mercy to make it miſerable, but to make 
it happy. „„ 

As for the Reverend Mr. F—»ſ—», I am aſſur'd 
that he hath received ſome to the Lord's Supper, who 


had no other Baptiſm, but what was adminiſtred by a 


Miniſter ordained by Presbyters, and ſurely would not 
ſcruple at their Funerals, to declare, that God hath in 
great Mercy taken their Souls to himſelf; but with what 


Conſiſtency with his high - flying Scheme he could do 
this, I know not. 


help 
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help us to go on with Courage and Chear- 
fulneſs in that difficult and important Service 
we are engaged in, by all the kind Teſtimo- 
nies of an hearty Affection, and a ſincere Re- 
ſpe. Let a Man ſo account of us as the 
Miniſters of CHRIST, and Stewards of the 
Myſteries of Go p: For we preach not our 
ſelves, but CHRIST JESUS the LORD, and 
us your Servants for JESU s Sake. 

(F.) To draw towards a Period; If it is the 
Wil of CHRIS T, the Head and King of the 
Church, and agreeable to the ſacred Canon, 
that they who are inveſted in the Miniſtry 
ſhould ordain and ſet apart others to the 
holy Function; then we who are to engage 
in Jo Solemnity of this Day, do not act with- 
out a Warrant, but have ſufficient Grounds to 
juſtify us in our Proceedings. 

You ſee by what Authority we do theſe 
Things, and who gave us this Authority. As 
we have abundant Reaſon to think, that the 
Perſon who is now to be conſecrated to the 
Service of Go p in the Goſpel of his Son, is 
called to it by JESUS CHRIST (his Qualifi- 
cations, Seriouſneſs and Inclination to the 
Work, having been clearly manifeſted) ſurely 
we, who are "the Miniſters of CHRIS T, do 
not go beyond our Commiſſion, when we lay 
Hands on Men of this Character, and in a 
publick manner teſtify and ſolemnize their 
Right to the ſacred Office. 

Ariſe then, my Brethren, and let us in the 
Name of JESUS of N. azareth, who was dead 


aud 
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and is alive, and who beſiows Gifts upon Men, 
now proceed to ſeparate our Brother, for the 
Work whereunto he is called. Let us now 
preſent him to the Apoſtle and High-Prieſt of 
our Profeſſion, that he may miniſter before 
him in holy Things, and let us commend 


him to Go p, and the Word of his Grace, 


which is able to build him up, and give him 
a richer Furniture for that great and impor- 
tant Service he is to be imployed in. 

And may a double Portion of the Divine 
Spirit deſcend upon him, and may he increaſe 
in heavenly Gifts and Graces continually. | 

May Love to Go p and Souls animate him 
to his Work, and inſpire him with holy Zeal 
and Ardour in the Proſecution of it; and may 
he be of eminent uſe to this People among 
whom he is to officiate, and who are to par- 


take of his Labours. May he make full 


Proof of his Miniſtry, and demonſtrate him- 
ſelf to be a Workman, who needeth not to 
be aſhamed, not walking in Craftineſs, nor 


| handling the Word of God deceitfully, but 


by manifeſtation of the Truth, commend 


himſelf to every Man's Conſcience in the Sight | 


of God. | 


May he ſhine as a Star of the firſt Magni- 
tude in the Church of God, and feed that 

Part of the Flock of CHRIST, which is 
his peculiar Charge, with all imaginable Care 


and Tenderneſs, and bring many Souls to 


JesUs, and train them up for the glorious 
and bliſsful Manſions above. 
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To conclude, May he build a noble Super- 
ſtructure upon the good Foundation that hath 
been laid, and may the Work of the Lo RD 
proſper in his Hand, that he and his People 
may be a Joy, and Crown of Rejoycing to each 
other in the great Day of Account. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


I Am informed, that a certain Clergyman in 


Torrington was pleaſed to make his Remarks 
on part of the foregoing Diſcourſe upon the 


LoRD's Day after it was delivered. But as 


he could know nothing of it, but what he 


heard from others, ſo I cannot find that he 


had ao! Mg, to ſay againſt the main Body of 
the Sermon : Ir ſeems that Branch of it which 
inſiſted on the Right of Preſbyters to ordain, 
was not grateful, andas that Text was quoted, 


1 Tim. iv. 14. Neglect not the Gift that is in 


thee, which was given thee by Propheſy, with Þ| 
the laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery; 


He had a mind to try his Talent upon it, as 


others had done before him, who have been 


fully anſwered. 


In deſcanting on this Place of Scripture, he 
bids his Hearers turn to 2 Tim. i. 6. where 
are theſe Words, Wherefore I (i.e. I Paul) put 
thee in Remembrance, that thou ſtir up the Gift 
of Go which is in thee, by the putting on of 
my Hands, 


From 4 
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From hence he would infer that the Apoſtle 
St. Paul was the Man that ordained Timothy. 

But ſurely this Text can do him no Service; 
becauſe it is not certain, that it relates to Ti- 
mothy's Ordination; neither can it be provd 
from hence (as will afterwards appear) that 
the Apoſtle St. Paul was the only Perſon con- 
cerned in this Solemnity. But ſuppoſing this 
was granted, that Timothy was ordained by the 

laying on of Paul's Hands, to make good his 
Argument, he muſt make it appear that none 
bur the Apoſtles had a Right to ordain, and 
that Dioceſan Biſhops are proper Succeſſors to 
the Apoſtles, whereas the contrary is made evis 
dent in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe. _ 
It is not certain that the Gift here ſpoken | 
of is the Gift of the Miniſtry. It is more | 
likely that the Gift of God which Paul ex- 
horts Timothy to ſtir up, was the extraordinary 
miraculous Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, which the 

Apoſtles had an uncommon Power to beſtow 

on others, and which they did by the putting 

on of Hands. I could produce ſeveral In- 

ſtances, in which the Holy Ghoſt in his mi- 

raculous Influences, is ſaid to be communis 

cated by the Apoſtles.” Thus when St. Paul 

laid Hands on the Diſciples at Epheſus, the 

Holy Ghoſt came upon them; it follows, and 

they ſbake with Tongues and propheſied, Acts "nl 

xix. 6. And you read, Acts viii. 14, 15. That ol 
' when the Apoſtles which were at Jeruſalem heard 4 

that Samaria had received the Word of Go p; | 
they ſent unto them Peter and John; who, when | 
they were come down, prayed for them, that they i 

G might 
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might receive the Holy Gboſt. V. 17. Then laid 


they their Hands upon them, and they received 
the Holy Ghoſ? : That is, the Gift of working 


Miracles, ſpeaking with Tongues, &c. as Dr. 


Hammond explains the Words. And V. 18. It 
is aſſerted, that the Holy Ghoſt was given 


thro' the laying on of the Apoſtles Hands. And 


it is likely, that this was the Git which Timothy 
received by the putting on of Paul's Hands. 
But allowing, which is not prov'd, that the 
Gift which the Apoſtle Paul confer'd on Ti- 
mothy, was the Gift, or Office of the Mini- 
ſtry, it cannot be concluded from hence, that 
Paul was the only Perſon concern'd in the Or- 


dination of Timothy; for then he would con- 


tradict himſelf, when he declares in the fore- 
cited Text, that Timothy was ordain d by the 
laying on of the Hands of the Presbytery. Anda 
Presbytery ſignifies a Company, or more than 
one. Upon the Whole, whoſoever were the 
Perſons that ordained Timothy, they acted in 
this Affair in the Capacity and Quality of 


Preſbyters; otherwiſe no Reaſon can be aſ- 


ſigned, why they ſhould be ſtiled a Presbytery. 
If they acted in the Character of Apoſtles, 


they would have been called an Apgſtolate. If 


they had acted in the Capacity of Biſhops, 


they would have been called an Epiſcopate. But 


ſceing they are called a Presbytery, all Perſons 


who take Words in their proper Signification, 


and in their plain and natural Senſe and Mean- 
ing, mult own, that this affords an unanſwer- 


able Argument to prove the Validity of Ordi- 


nation by Preſbyters. 4 
Now 


(43) 

Now that by Presbytery, we are to under- 
ſtand a College or Company of Preſbyters, 
evidently appears from the ſacred Writings, 
and from other Authors which uſe this Word. 
As to the ſacred Writings, the Word Ieeoou- 


regie, which is in Engliſb Preſpytery, is to be 


found in two other Places of the New Teſta- 
ment, Luke xxii. 66. and Ads xxli. 5. In 
both theſe Places, it ſignifies an Aſſembly, or 
Company of ſuch Officers, as in the Few:/Þ 
Church were called Elders, or Presbyters. I 


might produce other Authors, who make uſe 


of the fame Word to ſignify an Aſſembly or 
Company of Presbyters. Thus 2 Ignatius and 
b Cyprian, uſe the Word in this Senſe. And 
the learned © B/undel hath many other In- 
| ſtances of this Nature. „ 8 
If it be objected, that in 1 Tim. iv. 14. 
tis uerd, with the laying on of the Hands of the 


Presbytery; but 2 Tim. i. 6, tis Ma, by the 


putting on of my Hands; as if the latter did 
denote the Principal, and the former only the 
concurring Cauſe. 


To this it hath . anſwered, that both 


theſe Particles ner and di, are promiſcuouſly 
uſed in the New Teſtament, As xv. 4, 12. 
and you read, As xiii. 17. that it is faid of 
Go b, that he brought the Children of Yael 


out of Egypt with (uerd) an high Hand. And 


ſurely, Gop's Arm was the principal Cauſe 
of his People's Deliverance from the Houſe of 
Bondage. G 2 If 


. * Epiſt. Edit. Voſt. p. 29, 31 43. and in man 
other Places, n Ps 3H zn 9 49 ! 
Lpilt 42. p. 5. and Epiſt, 46. p. 2. Edit. Goulart. 

- Bloudel's Apol. p. 89. 2 | 
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If it be farther objected, that the Word 
Preſbytery IgsoGuripiey, may as well denote 
the Office of a Preſbyter, as a Company of 
Preſpyters; this is an impoſing ſuch a Meaning 
upon the Word, as perhaps is not to be found in 
any Author ; and which is vaſtly different from 
the Senſe of it in other Places of the ſacred Scrip- 
tures, where it denotes a Company of Preſpyters. 


To which may be added, that ſuch an Interpre- 


tation is hardly conſiſtent with common Senſe; 
for then it muſt run thus; Neglect not the 
Gift given thee by Propheſy, with the laying 
on of the Hands of the Office of the Preſby- 


tery. But what Hands hath an Office? Hands 


belonging to Perſons, and not to an Office. 
After all the Attempts that have been made 
to wreſt this Text, and turn it from its proper 
Baſis, and to pervert the plain Meaning of it, it 
remains inviolable, and bids defiance to all the 
weak Efforts with which it hath been aſſaulted. 
If the Reverend Mr. CJ will be ſo kind 


as to oblige the World with the Sermon he 


preached juſt after the Ordination in Torring- 
ton, I will promiſe to give it a candid and 
impartial reading, and either own my Con- 


viction, or give it a fair Anſwer; but ſhall 


crave Leave to ſay, that if he would do any 
thing to purpoſe in this Argument, he muſt 
prove that Biſhops by Divine Right, are an 
Order diſtinct from, and ſuperior to Preſby- 
ters, and that Preſbyters in the New Teſta- 
ment are excluded a Power of Ordination. 
For I think that the New Teftament is the 
only ſolid Foundation a Man hath to build 


4 upon 
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upon in Matters of this Nature. If we 


have Recourle to Fathers and Councils, we 
ſhall ſoon loſe ourſelves in a Wood; and if we 
run to Antiquity, I take the ſacred Writings to 
be the moſt authentick Records of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and the only infallible Rule a Chriſtian 
hath to walk by: Altho' ſome of our Writers 
have vindicated the Validity of Orders con- 
terr'd by Prefbyters not only from Scripture, 


but alſo, from Antiquity, eſpecially from the 


Hiſtory of the firſt and pureſt Ages of the 
Church. If in Proceſs of Time, the Church 
in ſome Parts of the World, with other Innova- 
tions, ſet up an Eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy, from 
the Beginning it was not ſo. 


In the foregoing Sermon, it is aſſerted, that 


there is no ſuch Officer as a Diocęſan Biſhop to 


be found in the New Teſtament. For the Con- 
firmation of this Poſition, I might appeal to 
the Words of my Text, which contain a Ca- 
talogue of the Officers Chriſt gave to his 
Church, Eph. iv. 11, 12. And be gave ſome, 

Apoſules ; ; and ſome, Prophets ; and — Evan- 


geliſis; and ſome, Paſtors and eachers : För 


the perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of the 


AMiniſtry, for the edrfying of the Body of CHRIS r. 
Now, in which of theſe Orders is a Dioceſan 


| Biſhop to be ranked? Surely, he doth not be- 
long to the Order of Prophets, or Evangeliſts, 
or Paſtors and Teachers. 

As for Prophets and Evangeliſts, they were 
extraordinary Officers tet up in the Church on- 
ly for a Time, and are now ceaſed. And as 
tor Paſtors and Teachers, Dioceſan Biſhops 


claim 
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claim a Power and Juriſdiction over them, and 
conſequently they cannot be of the fame Or- 
der. But ſome will plead, that Biſhops are to be 
ranked in the Apoſtolical Order, and that they 
are the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles, But that Dio- 
ceſan Biſhops are not proper Succeſſors of the 
Apoſtles, will evidently appear if you look 
back to the beginning of the foregoing Sermon. 
wherein you have theſe following diſtinguiſh- 
ing Characters given of an Apoſtle. 

(1.) The Apoſtles, as ſuch, had their Com- 
miſſion immediately from CuRI 8 T, Gal. i. I. 

(2.) It was the Characteriſtick of an Apo- 
ſtle, to be authorized, and ſent forth to preach 
Jesus of Nazareth as Eye-Witneſſes of his 
Reſurrection from the Dead, 1 Cor. ix. 1. and 
ACTS i. 22. 

(3.) A Power of working Miracles, was 
another proper Mark, and diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
racter of an Apoſtle, 2 Cor. xii. 12. 

(4) The Apoſtles, as ſuch, were inſpired Per- 
ſons, and under the Conduct and Guidance of 
an infallible Spirit; they were alſo inſtrumen- 
tal Legiſlators under CHRIS TB; and what they 
faid, was as much as if CHRIST himſelf had 
ſaid ir, and their Writings conſtitute the Ca- 
non of the New Teſtament, and bind all 
Chriſtians to the End of the World. 

All theſe are efiential to the Character of an 
Apoſtle. 

To which may be added, that the Apoſtles, 
as ſuch, were general Officers, who were 
not fixed in one Place, or confined to one Pro- 
yince, but were obliged by their Commiſſion 

| 10 


(47) 
to travel from Place to Place ; and they had 
an univerſal Juriſdiction, and che whole Cones 
tian World was their Dioceſs. 

Now from the eſſential Characters of an 
Apoſtle, we have good Reaſon to conclude, 
that the Apoſtles have no proper Succeſſors. 

And as for Dioceſan Biſhops, I would crave 
leave to aſk a few plain Queſtions. Have 
they their Commiſſion immediately from 
CHRIST? or have they ſeen CHRIS I ſince 
he aroſe from the Dead? and are they autho- 
rized and ſent forth to preach JE Sus of Na- 
zarethb, as Eye-witneſſes of his Reſurrection? 
Do they pretend to a Power of working Mi- 
racles? Are they inſpired Perſons; or do they 
lay claim to Infallibility, or to a Power of 
making Laws which ſhall bind all Chriſtians 
throughout the whole World? I would aſk 
farther, Are they general and unfixed Officers; 
or are they fixed in one Place, and confined 
to one Province? Have they an univerſal 
Power and Juriſdiction over all the Churches; 
or is their Juriſdiction limited to a certain Diſ- 
trict, or to a particular Dioceſs? Can a Biſho 
5 with the Authority of an Apoſtle, and ſay, 
So * ordain T in all Churches? Or hath he a Com- 
miſſion to ſend authoritative Letters to Soci- 
eties of Chriſtians, in remote Countries, and 
diſtant Regions? And can he ſay, the reſt will 
1 ſet in order when I come? 

1 ſhall conclude with the Sentiments of the 
excellent and learned Dr. Barrow upon this Ar- 
gument in his Diſcourſe of the Pope's Supremacy. 


5 1 Cor. vii. 17 | T I Cor. xi. 34. 
The 


for the Apoſtleſhip is an extraordinary Office, 


ment to the apoſtolical Miniſtry, for him (Peter) 


the Biſhop of London ſhould be Vicar of Pancras, 


Apoſtles; then Prophets; then Paſtors and Tea- 


made a Deacon. Barrow of Supremacy, p. 120, 


ſucceſſive or communicable to others, in perpe- 


Privileges, as was needful, for the Propagation 


The Offices (fays he) of an Apoſtle, and of a 
Biſhop, are not in their Nature well conſiſtent; 


charged with the Inſtruction and Government 
of the whole World. Epiſcopacy is an ordinary 
ſtanding Charge affixed to one Place. Now he 
that hath ſuch a general Care, can hardly dif- 
charge ſuch a particular Office; and he that is 
fixed to ſo particular an Attendance can hardly 
look well to ſo general a Charge. A Diſparage- 


to take upon him the Biſhoprick of Rome, as if 
the King ſhould become Mayor of London; as if 


He faith a little before, St. Peter's being Biſhop. 
of Rome, would confound the Offices which 
G0 D made diſtin. For G o p did appoint firſt  \ 


chers. Wherefore St. Peter, after he was an A- 
rom could not well become a Biſhop ; it would 
ſuch an Irregularity, as if a Biſhop ſhould be 


121, and p.77. The apoſtolick Office (faith he) 1 
as ſuch, was Perſonal and Temporary, and there= 
fore, according to its Nature and Defign, not 


tual Deſcendence from them. It was, as fuch, 
in all Reſpects extraordinary, conferred. in a ſpes  - 
cial manner, deſigned for ſpecial Purpoſes, difs 
charged by ſpecial Aids, endowed with fpecial 


of Chriſtianity, and Founding of Churches. 
Ha. „ 


